
February 2019 Updates 

 

|ACCOMPLISHMENTS| 

Make sure to check out our February faculty spotlight featuring Dr. Laura Atkins, Assistant 
Professor of Sociology & Director of Service-Learning. 
https://www.ju.edu/provost/spotlight/2019-february-service-learning-with-gratitude.php  

Dr. Fatih Aydogan, Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering, had his co-authored 
paper “Economic Viability of Light Water Small Modular Nuclear Reactors: General 
Methodology and Vendor Data” published in Renewable and Sustainable Energy Review, 
volume 103, April 2019, Pages 248-258. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2018.12.041  

Professor Kimberly Beasley, Associate Professor of Voice and Director of Vocal Studies and 
Chair of Music, was soprano soloist for Messiah for Hunger Fight, a community fundraising 
effort by Restoration Church in Arlington which raised $42,000 for food insecure children in 
Arlington.   

Congratulations to Drs. Megan Bewernitz, Assistant Professor of Occupational Therapy, and 
Teri Chenot, Associate Professor of Nursing and Co-Director QSEN Institute Regional 
Center, on being elected to the Tobacco-Free Jacksonville 2019-2021 Board. 

Dr. Sandy Brown, Assistant Professor of 
Occupational Therapy, collaborated with 
Wilma’s Little People School to conduct early 
childhood evaluations supporting the Doctor of 
Occupational Therapy (OTD) students’ 
experiential learning for their Pediatric Theory 
and Practice course. We look forward to many 
more opportunities to leverage the 
intergenerational dynamics available here at 
Jacksonville University.  

The Carl S. Swisher Library 
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States government documents that are essential in supporting teaching and research in 
many of our academic departments, schools, and programs. 

Dr. Jill D’Aquila, Professor of Accounting, Dr. Daphne Wang, 

https://litablog.org/writers/


Professor Jianjun He, Professor of Music Theory and 
Composition, was recognized by the 2019 China National 
Arts Fund for his new work for string orchestra, Yangguan 
Pass (2018).  Established and sponsored by Chinese 
government, CNAF is the largest government arts 
foundation in China, and exists to promote artistic creation 
and to support the performance of high-quality 
masterpieces.  Yangguan Pass is one of nine works to 
receive this year's CNFA funding in the Chamber Music 
category.   

We have three professors from Jacksonville University that will be presenting at the TEACH 
conference on March 2nd in Jacksonville, Florida. Dr. Alice Jo, Assistant Professor of 
Education, and Dr. Adele Hanlon, Associate Professor of Elementary Mathematics, will be 
presenting “English Language Learners (ELLs) in Math Classrooms: Best Practices for ELLs”. 
Dr. Alice Jo and Dr. Stephanie James, Associate Professor of Education Leadership and 
Director of Leadership Programs, will be presenting “Stickier Learning through Assignments 
and Strategies that require Reflection”. 

Dr. Douglas Johansen, Associate Professor of Marketing and International Business, and 
Professor Wendy Gillis, Resource Faculty and Jacksonville University DBA graduate, had a 
book chapter published titled “Differentiating Customer Engagement and Customer 
Participation in Service Marketing” in the book Boundary Blurred: A Seamless Customer 
Experience in Virtual and Real Spaces.  

A $40,000 grant for the analysis of retail store reset data was given to Dr. Douglas Johansen, 
Associate Professor of Marketing and International Business, Mr. Jack Parker, Executive in 
Residence, Dr. Vikas Agrawal, Associate Professor of Business Analytics, and Ms. Beth 
Johnson, Jacksonville University DBA candidate. 

Dr. Kathy Kavanagh, Director of Simulation Training Applied Research and Assistant 
Professor of Nursing, and Professor Erik DeCicco, Assistant Professor of Theatre, had their 
poster “Standardized Patient Centricity Training” accepted for the 2019 Quality and Safety 
Education for Nurses International Forum. 



Professor Lily Kuonen, Associate Professor of Art and 
Foundations Coordinator, opened a solo 
exhibition, PLAYNTINGS: works surfaced at Georgia 
Southern University and it ran from January 14 – 
February 8th.  Her “playntings” are a combination of a 
play and a painting, with an end-result of her varied and 
playful approaches to contradiction, opposition, 
integration and connection. 

Dr. Brian Lane, introduced the “Letter Home” assignment as an alternative to the lab report 
assignment several years ago. Since then the Letter Home has been adopted by physics 
educators around the world and it was even featured in a 
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Two Linda Berry Stein College of 
Fine Arts theatre productions 
have been honored by the 
Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival:  String, directed 
by Professor Erik DeCicco, 
Assistant Professor of Theatre, 
and Into the Woods, directed by 
Professor Kimberly Beasley, 
Associate Professor of Voice, 
Director of Vocal Studies, and 
Chair of Music. Both productions 

went on the road in early February for performances at the Region IV Kennedy Center 
Festival at Converse College, Spartanburg, SC. 

The Public Policy Institute held their Board of Advisors Winter Meeting on February 21st in 
the Davis College of Business. Present at this event was The Honorable Al Lawson, 
Congressman for Florida’s Fifth Congressional District.  

Students from Dr. Courtney 
Barclay’s Communication 446 course 
are currently working with local 

https://www.facebook.com/events/588708448266450/


winners were Lauren Polimeno (Marine Science major and Track team—hurdles, high jump, 
etc.), Elizabeth Pozen (Communication and Speech Disorders major), and Bianca Wong 
Rodriguez (Marine Science major). The following Honors students were on the program to 
present their research at FCHC 2019:  Jada Glenn (Biology major), Joshua Pruitt (Mechanical 
Engineering major and Mathematics minor), Mikaela Dalton (Dance major with minor in 
English), Lacey Mickler (Dance major with minor in Photography), Rachel Chaput (Aviation 
Management and Flight Operations major), Sarah Buckman (Biology major with minor in 
English), Courtney Purcell (Mechanical Engineering major with minor in Mathematics), Anna 
Tripp (Marine Science major with minor in Photography). Also, Dane Cordell (Accounting 
major and Football team) was elected FCHC Executive Board Student Representative for 4-
Year Private Universities. Congratulations to our winners and all students who participated! 
 

Recruitment announcement: The School of Aviation is conducting a research study in 
partnership with Embry-
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The Linda Berry Stein College of Fine Arts opened two new exhibits in the Alexander Brest 
Gallery, Silent Spring by Casey McGuire and Intertexing by Gary Setzer. These will both run 
from February 7th – 
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