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Associate Professor of Art and Foundations Coordinator, Professor Lily Kuonen is 

currently exhibiting work in a juried exhibition at Kent State University in Ohio at 
the Center for Visual Arts Gallery. She was invited to exhibit in the annual Art 
Papers exhibition in Atlanta, Georgia in February, and is preparing works for a juried 
exhibition in Savannah, GA. She was selected to exhibit in the Small Works 
Exhibition at CorkHouse Gallery, a commercial gallery in downtown Savannah. 
Congratulations! 

 
Dr. Lila de Tantillo, Assistant Professor of Nursing, Dr. Hilary Morgan, Director of 
Graduate Nursing Programs and Professor of Nursing, and Dr. Michelle Edmonds, 
Interim Associate Dean of Nursing, along with their colleague, Dr. Mohammad Asia 
from Arab American University in Palestine, received acceptance to present "An 
International Collaboration to Establish a PhD Program in Nursing" at Sigma Theta 

Tau International Nursing Honor Society's 31st International Nursing Research 
Congress in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates this July 2020. 
 

The Jacksonville University Wind Ensemble partnered with the 60-member First 
Coast Wind Symphony to perform the exciting music of celebrated composer 
Andrew Boysen Jr. on Saturday, February 22, 2020 in the Terry Concert Hall. This 
concert is the eleventh annual Composer Series event, whose purpose is to champion 

the works of noted contemporary American composers in concerts conducted by the 
composer and dedicated to their music. Andrew Boysen Jr. is a professor at the 
University of New Hampshire and an award-winning composer. 
 
Dr. Ruth O’Keefe has been granted Emeriti status. Dr. O’Keefe started at JU and in 
Davis College of Business (DCOB) in 1982 and she retired in 2018. She was an 

integral part of the Accounting department and she served as a mentor to newly 
hired faculty members. Dr. O’Keefe freely gave her time to DCOB and the University 
as she served on numerous committees during her time. We are honored to be able 
to recognize her and the time she served at JU.  

On February 20th, Professor Erik DeCicco, 

Assistant Professor of Theatre, Dr. Jay Ivey, 
Associate Professor of Voice & Music 
Theatre, and Dr. Murat Tiryakioglu, Executive 

VP of STEAM Initiatives, welcomed Mr. 
William Tapley to campus. Mr. Tapley, a 
graduate of the Royal Academy of Dramatic 

Art in London, is an accomplished actor of 
the stage and screen. He has appeared in 
theatre in the West End in London and can be 

seen in high profile projects such as: The 
Crown, V for Vendetta, BBC's Eastenders, 
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February 7, 2020 was the inaugural meeting of PHINS- a monthly 
caregiver support group for users of augmentative alternative 

communication. Congratulations to Clinical Assistant Professors 
Dawn Lechwar and Wyndi Capeci, as this is much needed. Three 
speech pathology undergraduate students and three speech 

pathology graduate students: Sydney Todd, Scarlett Phommathep, 
Allison Ventrone, Courtney Fagan, Meagan Horwath, and Veronika 
Nikitskiy are the student clinicians for the Spring 2020 session. 

 
JU had two solo student teams, Alyssa Girod and Maddy Sherwood, 
compete in the Mathematical Contest in Modeling and 

Interdisciplinary Contest in Modeling that took place the weekend 
of February 14th.  
 

Dr. Kimberly Fahlgren, Clinical Assistant Professor of Occupational 
Therapy co-presented at Florida State College at Jacksonville with 
Professor Dionne Griffin on February 4, 2020. The training titled: 

CarFit Technician Training provided training to 23 JU students to 
become CarFit Technicians. CarFit is a community-based education 
program that offers older drivers the opportunity to discover how 

well their cars ”fit” them so they can become both safer and more 
comfortable behind the wheel. This program was created by the 
American Society on Aging and developed in collaboration with 

AAA, AARP, and the American Occupational Therapy Association. 
 
Dr. Colleen Wilson, Director of the Marilyn Repsher Center for 

Teaching and Learning, and Ms. Dee Thornton, Director of 
Academic Technology, hosted the Magna Professional 
Development Presentation “What 5 Play-Based Activities Can I Use 

to Create an Active, Learning–Centered Class?” in the Marilyn 
Repsher Center for Teaching and Learning on January 31st. There 
were 11 faculty members from across campus in attendance and 

they enjoyed sharing several hands-on activities that could be used 
in a variety of courses. 
 

Dr. Derek Mann, Assistant Professor of Kinesiology, presented 
“Staying Focused with High Stakes” at the Florida Chapter of the 
American College of Cardiology winter meeting in Orlando, FL.  
 

The 2020 Science and Engineering Lecture Series is going on until 

April. Make sure to check out the upcoming speakers: Dr. Yan Dai on 
March 5th, Dr. Ramesh Adhikari March 19th, and Evens Blanc on 
March 26th.  
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